
Fall Electives 2016

7th and 8th Grade



Elective Class Offerings
● Acting for the Stage and Screen

● Advanced Band
● Art Around the World
● Classroom Assistant

● Culture of Spanish Speaking 
Countries

● Creative Writing

● Drama Methods
● Fun with Fibers

● Introduction to Psychology
● P.E.P.I.

● Physical Education
● Foundational Spanish

● Ukulele



Elective Procedures
● You must line up QUIETLY outside of your elective class at 2:25

● If you are late, you must have a note from your teacher as to why you 

are late

● Please go to the bathroom before electives begin

● Please do not enter the room until the teacher invites you in

● You should always be prepared by bringing a pencil and any materials 

needed for the class



Elective Rules and Consequences
1. Listen and 

Follow 
Directions

2. Raise your hand
 

3. Be Respectful

1. Verbal Warning

2. 15 minute Time-Out
You are responsible for any work you miss during this 

time and will have to complete it for homework.

3. Silent Lunch outside of
   Mrs. Whiteside’s office and 

Parent Contact

*This will start over each class period 
unless there is consistent 

misbehavior.



Acting for stage and Screen- Mrs. Ehlert
Have you ever wondered what it takes to be a film actor? Is 
theatre acting something you want to do more? If so, this 
class is for you. Students in this course will hone their 
acting and performance skills via two vastly different 
performance mediums: the stage and the screen. In addition 
to participating in scene and monologue work, students will 
learn about the occupations of film and theatre acting and 
how one can be involved in these types of careers. There 
will be a strong emphasis on ensemble building and the 
collaborative process. The course will culminate in a 
school-day performance at the end of the semester.



Advanced Band- Ms. Tompkins
7th and 8th grade band is our most advanced ensemble. 
Instruments include flutes, oboes, clarinets, saxophones, 
bassoons, trumpets, trombones, baritones, tubas and 
percussion. We play music of many different styles including 
movie soundtracks and comical pieces. We have 2 formal 
concerts a year and last traveled to Williamsburg, VA last 
year to compete in Music Showcase Festivals.



Art Around the World- Mrs. Tatum
Students in  this class will travel 
the world through art!  In this class 
you will explore the arts, crafts and 
cultural traditions of many cultures 
around the globe without leaving 
Endeavor! We will use a variety of 
mediums such as painting, sculpture, 
and ceramics. Some of the projects 
will include making Australian 
Didgeridoos, Wax Batiks, Ceramic 
African masks, Middle Eastern Mosaics, 
and lots more.



Creative Writing- Mrs. Tudor
Explore writing as an art and a craft by playing with 
words and understanding how words create meaning. We will 
discover the power of word choice, sensory language, 
figurative language, and structure. Students will learn 
about famous writers and poets and will also have many 
opportunities to build their own stories and compose 
their own poetry.



Drama Methods

ECS Drama Methods was created for 7th and 8th graders who have a strong 
interest in pursuing acting.  In this class students will have the opportunity 
to work like the professional actors by experiencing a variety of acting 
techniques. Throughout the course students will learn various acting methods, 
such as those of Stanislavski, Meisner, and Uta Hagan, that professionals in 
the fine arts field utilize to create truth in their acting. This class will 
focus on ensemble-building and the collaborative process. Students will 
participate in the neutral scenes and scene work during class time. The course 
will culminate in a final production in which every student will perform in a 
scene for a school-day performance.



Fun with Fibers
This class will teach students how to use fibers as a medium 
for creating art.  In this class, students will experiment 
with different types of fibers and learn how to manipulate 
them in lots of interesting ways.  Some of the project 
highlights from this class are using hot wax to make batiks,  
learning how to tie-dye fabric, marbling silk, screen 
printing t-shirts, natural fabric dying,  paper pulp 
paintings and paper making, puppet making, wet felting, and 
more!



Introduction to Psychology
Ever wonder why we act the way we do? Or think the 
way we think? Explore the human mind and how it 
influences our behavior. We will learn about famous 
psychologists, their fascinating discoveries on how 
the brain works, and how to conduct our own 
psychological experiments.



P.E.P.I.- Mr. Burt
This class is designed for students interested in serving as 
physical education aides to students in grades k-1.  The 
students will teach, demonstrate and assess the k-1 students 
in different physical education lessons, activities and 
games in small groups. This elective class will be taught 
and trained in lesson planning, assessments, classroom 
management and k-1 physical education topics prior to 
entering the k-1 classroom.



Physical Education
This class will provide the students the opportunity to 
participate in skill and strategy development, lead up 
games, team sports and physical fitness activities with an 
emphasis on fair play, sportsmanship and leadership through 
friendly competition. Students will learn the rules, 
strategies and develop skills in the different sports 
offered throughout the quarter; life-long physical 
activities, conditioning and fitness testing will also be of 
focus.



Spanish 
In this course, students will build basic written and 
conversational Spanish skills. We will focus on building 
proficiency in reading, writing, speaking and listening, all 
the while learning more about the Spanish-speaking 
communities in our state and around the world. Although 
previous knowledge of Spanish is not required for this 
course, students who have taken Spanish before are allowed 
to enroll. The main language of instruction in this class is 
Spanish.



Culture of Spanish Speaking Countries
There are 21 countries in the world with Spanish as one of 
their official languages, and they have many similarities 
and differences. Do you want to be able to recognize the 
difference between a bachata and merengue music, both of 
which have roots in the Dominican Republic? Do you want to 
know why people in Valencia, Spain have a giant tomato fight 
in August? Have you ever wondered what chicha morada, a 
Peruvian drink made with purple corn, tastes like? Come 
learn about these diverse countries and their food, music, 
beliefs and celebrations.  Throughout this course, you will 
also be evaluating your own culture and beliefs. The main 
language of instruction in this class is English



Ukulele 
From Pop songs to Folk Songs, the Ukulele 
is a very versatile instrument. With only 
4 strings the ukulele is easy to learn 
and fun to play. It does not matter if 
you can read music or not, because 
ukuleles can be played using chord charts 
and tabs. If you already have a Ukulele, 
please bring it to class; if not the 
school has ukuleles you can play.



http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=RwlhUcSGqgs

